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one on one Interviewed by Noah Graff

Noah Graff:  What is a closed herd, and how did you 
get into selling animal tissue?
Mary Rickert: We’d been managing [the Prather Ranch] for a 
little over 10 years, but we had begun making it smaller because 
it just wasn’t making money. More by accident than anything 
else, we just hadn’t added any animals to it. In 1990, we were 
approached by a friend of ours, a plastic surgeon who had  
developed a patent using collagen from bovine hides. He  
was looking for a herd of cattle that was in an area somewhat 
isolated and pristine and not surrounded by other cattle; we  
met all the criteria of what he was looking for. We attributed a  
lot of his thought process to a gentleman by the name of  
Claude Miller, who realized that the Mad Cow Disease going  
on in the United Kingdom could very easily come over here, 
which it eventually did.

NG:  When did you start selling the bones?
MR:  Well, we also sold blood for awhile and we had another 
company that worked with arteries for a long time. As far as 
bones, it was originally for the Florida tissue bank associated 
with the University of Florida. We shipped them just a few bones 
and they stuck them in baboons and everything seemed to work 
really well. It’s been in the last couple years [they’ve been used 
with humans]. 

NG:  What is your opinion of the conventional meat 
you buy at the store?
Jim Rickert:  I think that it’s a mass produced, commoditized 
product. Something like 90 percent of the beef slaughtering in 
the United States is done by about three companies and there’s 
some Brazilians who are trying to buy all three of them. A nor-
mal commercial slaughter plant does between 1,000 to 4,000 
head per day. But, I think [the U.S.] has relatively good quality. I 
think USDA does a pretty darn good job given how big the situ-
ation is, and we’ve done a lot of work with the breeding herds 
as contrasts to other parts of the world. Yet [Prather] does very 
low volume. We slaughter one day a week. I think our smallest 

slaughter was 18 beef and our biggest was 25.

NG:  Define organic for me.
JR:  It basically means that you don’t use synthetic animal  
production items and the land that the animals graze or the 
feed the animals receive is raised in an organic manner. That 
means basically [that there are] no synthetic fertilizers, no 
growth hormones, no antibiotics fed in the feed, no little things 
like feeding them cow manure and chicken manure.

NG:  Does your meat taste different?
JR:  Yes, we do a few other things on the meat side of it that 
are kind of unusual, but they’re very traditional in my family. A 
real important part for meat quality is handling [the animal] very 
gently and making sure it’s not stressed out. When animals are 
stressed, there’s a lot of stress hormones that come out and 
they don’t make good meat. We also do dry aging. We hang the 
beef for at least two weeks in a cooler at about 36 to 38 degrees 
before we cut it up. What happens is about three percent of the 
moisture evaporates from it and it concentrates the flavor. Also 
the muscles start to relax and basically it becomes more tender. 

NG:  What are you most excited about for the future 
of agriculture, beef?
JR:  Well, it’s interesting. In a little business like ours it’s 
kind of returned to what it was like in the United States let’s 
say about 1900. There were a lot of little slaughter plants and 
little localized businesses that provided products and hired 
local people. At least there’s a few of them now out there 
doing that, and I wonder if this might be the future that we 
don’t have the mega facilities. In these rural areas, we’ve 
had a hard time keeping young people in our communities. 
They’re just dying from that standpoint. Our schools are  
getting smaller and smaller, and wouldn’t it be exciting if 
young people could come back and produce jobs in our  
area, and they could raise families here and we could not  
just have a greying community out here.  

           For the past 18 years, 

managers of the Prather Ranch in Northern California, have sold animal tissue  

from their organically raised, closed herd, to biotech companies for use in  

medical procedures and to produce medical components such  

as bone screws. They also run a world renown organic beef business.

Jim & Mary Rickert,

PHOTO: Left to right Jim, Mary and son James Rickert on the Prather Ranch in Northern California
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how it worksBy Barbara Donohue

FANUC Robotics M-710iB/45T overhead rail-mounted robot, a six-axis, modular, electric servo-driven articulated gantry robot designed for material handling and machine tending. 
The robot makes efficient use of space by loading and unloading six machines.  (Photo courtesy of FANUC Robotics America, Inc.)
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Untouched

With constant pressure from customers to  
reduce costs, and your own need to maintain  
profitability – and stay in business in the face of 

offshore competition – consider finding a way to cut overhead 
and increase spindle up-time. 

Tending a machine automatically with a robot instead of a 
human operator can save a little time on each cycle. Over weeks 
and months, even a few seconds per cycle can add up to a 
significant increase in production. And, since one operator can 
supervise a number of robot-fed machines, your labor costs can 
go down, as well. The bottom line? More profit. 

“The key factor in machine tending is designing the system 
to keep the machine tool in operation as much as possible,” 
said Mike Harper, director of packaging business– Americas, 
Adept Technology, Inc., Livermore, Cal., in an e-mail interview. 
You’re only adding value while metal is being cut. “The cell 
must be set up so the robot unloads a finished piece from the 
machine tool, and replaces it with a raw piece in as little time as 
possible,” said Harper.

Why a robot?
For every piece of a particular part, the loading-cutting-un-

loading process is the same. CNC machine tools automate the 
cutting process. Imagine how slow production would be if you 
still had to run a machine by hand. You can look at the load/un-
load process in a similar way. If it’s the same every time, why 
not get a machine to do it?

If you have a dedicated machine running the same or similar 
parts all the time, you could come up with a cost effective sys-

tem to automatically feed, load and remove parts without  
a robot. If you’re running a variety of parts, a robot-based      
system will give you the adaptability needed to handle  
different geometries and operations.

A robot arm with a gripper on the end can reproduce     
many of the same movements as a human arm and hand. 
Sometimes it can do more– lift a heavy part, for example. The 
robot can “learn” where to get the raw parts, how to place them 
in the workholding device, and where to put the completed 
parts. Then it goes through the same motions every time for 
every part, with no errors, no breaks, no time off, no leaving 
for another job. And it can learn to do similar operations for 
other parts run on the same machine. Or it can be redeployed 
to another machine in your shop. Or it could tend multiple 
machines.

Where should you use a robot?
Installing a system for robotic loading/unloading makes 

sense in several different situations, said Harper, where you 
have 
•	a long run of a single part or a family of similar parts
•	parts that can be fed to the machine in bulk – on trays, or 		
	 from a feeder or conveyor
•	heavy parts
•	parts that can’t or shouldn’t be touched because they are hot, 	
	 cold, sharp, radioactive or otherwise dangerous to handle. 

Some applications may be more suitable to non-robotic 
solutions, such as automated feeding systems for small parts, 
or perhaps a manual or automatic pallet system. You’ll want to 
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Robot load/unload systems change parts quickly to help maximize spindle time.

by hands



WHO READS

“I live my life at warp speed, but make 
time to read Today’s Machining World . 
I read the magazine for best practices 
and ideas, and not just about business. 
Friends often wonder why I pile so much 
on an already full plate. I’m a husband, 
father, CEO of a precision machining 
company, runner, cyclist, kayaker, hiker, 
board member, photographer, writer, and  
environmental advocate. I can’t see past 
the pile of books next to my bed and my 
Amazon.com “wish list” will break me. 
I’m a Gen-X’er with eclectic interests. 
Today’s Machining World delivers  
the mix I like.”

Today’s Machining World?

Driven folks like  
Scott Livingston,  

president of 
Horst Engineering &  
Manufacturing Co.  

in East Hartford, CT.
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look at all your options before deciding on the one that makes the 
most sense for a particular part on a particular machine in your 
shop. 

What’s in a robot cell?
“A machine tending system consists of the robot, robot tooling, 

the stand or other structure the robot is fastened to, part feeding 
and offload systems, and safety guarding,” Harper said. “You can 
also include mechanical gaging or machine vision inspection 
equipment, if you want.”

The machine tool will need to have automated chuck or other 
workholding device. 

You’ll need a way to feed the raw parts to the robot. This is often 
a special tray that holds each part in the correct position for the 
robot to pick it up. Some machine vision systems enable the robot 
to “see” parts randomly oriented in a bin or on a conveyor, and 
correctly pick up each one.

In addition, the robot control will need to “talk to” the machine 
control so they can coordinate during the load-machine-unload 
cycle.

How do the robot and machine communicate?
“The [communications] interface to the machine will typically 

be the most difficult part of the integration,” said Eric Hershberg-
er, senior engineer, Applied Manufacturing Technologies, Orion, 
Mich. in an e-mail interview. The degree of difficulty will mostly 
depend upon how old the machine is, what sort of interface it has, 
and what sort of control is possible.

“The whole handling system is brought together through the 
robot programming,” Harper said. Typically, the robot program is 
completely separate from the machine tool program, and the two 
systems communicate through ‘signal handshaking.’

Harper described the process: “The machine tool tells the 
robot ‘I am done machining this piece.’ The robot then tells the 
machine tool it is swapping parts. When the robot grips the part 
in the chuck, it tells the machine to release the part and signal 
[when] the release has happened. This back-and-forth continues 
until the part swap is complete. Then the machining process 
begins again.”                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                      
Install the robot yourself or hire it done?                   

Is it feasible for a shop to design and install its own robot sys-
tem? “Depending upon the electrical and mechanical skills avail-
able, you may want to buy a used robot and integrate it in-house,” 
Hershberger said. A large engineering consulting company like 
his could provide assistance as needed. 

how it works

A Motoman SK120 robot unloads a machined wheel and loads a raw part into a 
CNC lathe.  (Photo courtesy of Motoman, Inc.)

A Motoman SK120 robot with mechanical gripper loads/unloads wheels into/from 
two lathes in this machining cell.  (Photo courtesy of Motoman, Inc.)
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Motoman UP50N robot loads/unloads pairs of wheel hubs into/from two identical 
machining centers and a gauging fixture.  (Photo courtesy of Motoman, Inc.)

Closeup of Motoman UP50N robot loading a pair of wheel hubs in a machining 
center for a drilling operation.  (Photo courtesy of Motoman, Inc.)

h
o

w
 it w

o
rk

s

60 www.todaysmachiningworld.com

how it works

“A tech-savvy shop could do a robot integration, with some 
effort invested in training and research of robot cell designs,” said 
Harper. However, this could take two or three times as long on the 
calendar as using an experienced systems integrator. “If the shop 
is honest about the real cost of design and integration hours,” 
he said, “then the cost savings will typically amount to 10 or 15 
percent of the cost of using an integrator.”

“If you decide to go with a professional systems integrator,  
ask robot companies for recommendations,” Harper said. “If  
several robots are under consideration, then look at several  
integrators. Proposals should be broken down to show capital 
equipment (robot), fabricated parts (guarding, stand, tooling),  
and engineering costs,” he said.

“If an integrator looks at you and says ‘Yes we can do that, no 
problem,’” then be hesitant, Hershberger said. A good integrator 
will do the research up front and make recommendations in the 
quote about the hardware/software systems. “And be sure to check 
references,” he said. 

“A typical system will probably run $50,000 - $100,000,” 
Hershberger said, “depending upon options.” To help keep your 
costs down, consider buying a used robot. “There are hundreds  
of used quality robots available for purchase,” said Hershberger.  
“I have bought robots for $5,000 that will run for five years with 
no problems.” The older the robot the fewer options or spare  
parts might be available. If the robot is several years old, buy two 
or three for spare parts, he suggested. 

Safety is a major consideration in robot installations. “The  
entire work envelope must be protected by a safety system,”  
Harper said. This could be a combination of safety fencing,  
light curtains, and safety mats. Any point within the robot’s  
reach must be guarded against human entry, as specified by  
the Robot Industries Association standard RIA 15.06.

What can a robot do?
Two applications featured on the Web site of Motoman, Inc., 

West Carrollton, Ohio, show how robots can operate in the shop.
In one work cell, two lathes turn aluminum automobile 

wheels 14 to 17 diameter, and in five different widths, which 
weigh 40 to 45 pounds. One lathe turns the back edge of the 
wheel, the other the front edge. A Motoman SK120 robot  
removes a wheel from the infeed conveyor, loads it into the  
first lathe. When machining is complete, the robot places the 
wheel on an outfeed conveyor. When changing from one wheel 
size to another, all the operator has to do manually is change 
the chucks in the lathes and some locating pins. 

In another work cell, a Motoman UP50N robot automatically



Elk Grove Village, IL
(847) 364-9060

Allendale, NJ
(201) 818-0100 

Fountain Valley, CA
(714) 434-6224

ISO9001:2000

The World Leader in CNC Swiss Turning

Sliding Headstock Type CNC Automatic Lathe

2-YEAR Machine and
Control Limited Warranty

L20 V 

φ20 mm (.79")
200 mm (7.87")
10,000 rpm
8,000 rpm

L20 VII / VIII

φ20 mm (.79")
200 mm (7.87")
10,000 rpm
8,000 rpm
4/7 Std
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Item 

Max. machining diameter 
Max. machining length 
Main spindle speed 
Back spindle speed
Live Tools

Improved productivity
for complex machining



Unlock
the full 
potential of 
your mill-turn 
machines with 
innovative ESPRIT®
CAM software.

Its highly advanced 
methodology means
simpler user interaction, 
giving you easy access to 
all your machine’s features 
including B-axis turning, spin-
ning tool and 5-axis composite 
machining.

It incorporates solid simulation 
and verification, and – with flaw-
less G-Code – ensures factory
certified post-processing for 
Mazak, Mori Seiki, Citizen, Okuma 
and others.

For ultimate productivity, 
turn to ESPRIT.

For more information about the benefits of
CNC programming with ESPRIT:

dptechnology.com
800.627.8479

TURN YOUR
MACHINE

LOOSE
Powerful

Mill-Turn CAM Software
loads and unloads ten-pound wheel hubs in two maching centers. It also                                 
 tries the hubs on a gauging fixture and places bad parts in a reject chute.  
The robot tool holds two raw parts and two finished parts simultaneously.

Is there a robot in your future?
“Robots for loading and unloading bring with them additional benefits besides  

minimizing the time the spindle must stop at part change,” Harper pointed out.
A properly programmed and equipped robot will handle parts predictably and won’t  

often drop them. 
Robots do not need to take a lunch break, a vacation, or any time off at all, other than a 

minimal amount of time for maintenance. Do you need to run machines around the clock? 
 
Ask a robot to help

On the negative side, there is the initial cost, $100,000 to $250,000 for a robot work
cell, according to Harper. And the robot does require maintenance, which a person would 
not. 

A robot may have a hard time handling parts that vary a great deal in size or are out of  
tolerance. 

Finally, the robot won’t do the quick visual inspection a person can do when unloading 
parts. “You can make up for this, to some degree, by incorporating a machine vision  
inspection system into the robot cell, for $15,000 to $50,000.” Harper said.

Is it worth installing a robot? You’ll have to make the calculations yourself. And you may 
find that a robot load/unload system will pay for itself in a year or two, by providing shorter 
cycle times, extended hours of machine operation, and a reduction in labor costs. 

For more information

www.abb.us/ProductGuide/  – ABB Robotics – select “Robotics”

www.adept.com – Adept Technology, Inc

www.appliedmfg.com – Applied Manufacturing Technologies

www.arobotics.com/technical/tutorials.aspx - Applied Robotics, Inc. (tutorial on grippers)

www.ati-ia.com – ATI Industrial Automation

www.danesys.com – Dane Systems, LLC 

www.fanucrobotics.com – FANUC Robotics America, Inc. 

www.kawasakirobotics.com - Kawasaki Robotics (USA), Inc.

www.motoman.com – Motoman, Inc., (select “Case Studies”), also  

www.motoman.com/motomedia/articles/Business Case for Robots.pdf

www.rimrockcorp.com – Rimrock Corporation

www.robotics.org – Robotic Industries Association

www.staubli.com/en/robotics/robot-solution-application – Stäubli Corporation 

(select “Machine Tending”)

how it works
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product focus
The following are companies who

have given information on  
CAD/CAM software.

EZCAM Solutions, Inc.
EZCAM Solutions, Inc., is a family of CAD/CAM software products 
for milling, turning, mill/turn, 4-axis wire EDM, and NC code edit-
ing/optimization/back-plotting/DNC. The newly released EZ-CAM 
V16 delivers a broad set of product improvements, the highlights of 
which are a new 3D Machining Wizard, which greatly simplifies the 
creation of 3D toolpaths, and a new surfacing toolpath engine that 
introduces many advanced toolpath generation capabilities includ-
ing Equidistant Finishing and Automatic Re-roughing. The new 3D 
Machining Wizard presents all available surface-machining strate-
gies using simple ,easy-to-understand choices in a single dialog box.  
A graphic help window within the wizard displays a graphic image for 
each parameter and option.

For more information, please contact EZCAM Solutions at 212-452-2460 or 
visit www.ezcam.com.
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CAD/CAM, or computer-aided-design and computer-aided manufacturing, has become 

an integral part of the machining process. Hanan Fishman, president of IMCS/Part-

maker says, “As machine tools become more complicated, lot sizes shrink, tolerances 

become tighter, geometries become more complex and skilled labor becomes ever more scarce, 

the role of CAD/CAM software in the precision machining business has become more impor-

tant.  CAD/CAM software needs to be powerful enough to support the most complex applica-

tions, but easy enough to be implemented quickly and provide a rapid return on investment.”

Dolphin CadCam Systems Ltd
Dolphin PartMaster Level 1 CAD software has been designed to
be easy to use yet a productive 2D CAD system. Highlights include 
named layer controls with show - hide - print attributes, automatic 
parameter assignment, B-Splines that can be created and modified, 
multiple document interface, horizontal, vertical, parallel, radial, cir-
cular, angular or leader line dimensions, a customizable toolbar and 
screen layout, DXF import & optional IGES import, and 2 & 2.5 axis 
machining.

For more information, please contact Dolphin CAD/CAM USA at  
570-301-6750 or visit www.dolphincadcamuse.com.
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Mastercam X3
 The recently released Mastercam X3 offers ex-
panded machining flexibility and an increased 
emphasis on speed and automation.Feature 
based machining, new high speed tool motion, 
and faster toolpath generation combine with ad-
ditional new enhancements intended to improve 
shop-floorproductivity. The most significant high-
lights and functions of Mastercam X3 include: 
Feature based machining  which evaluates a 
part’s features and automatically designs an ef-
fective machining strategy; 2D high speed tool-
paths, which are optimized for high speed cut-
ting and hard milling, and have a superior finish 
and long tool life; and faster multiaxis toolpaths, 
which are substantially faster and combine with 
enhanced control sets.

For more information, please contact CNC Software at 
800-228-2877 or visit www.mastercam.com.

MazaCAM (left)
MazaCAM is an advanced off-line programming system for the 
Mazak CNC machine tools. SolutionWare Corporation, the de-
veloper of MazaCAM, has released MazaCAM CAD/CAM and 
Editor – Matrix Edition Version 4.6. This edition of MazaCAM 
includes various changes to improve on previous versions. For 
example, MazaCAM now has the ability to take a 3D Mazatrol 
program and convert it to another Mazak control. It can also 
convert to Matrix from Legacy controls.

For more information, please contact SoloutionWare Corp. at 408-249-
1529 or visit www.mazacam.com.



www.abanaki.com/001
ISO 9000/2001

Company

Reclaim. Recycle.
Resell.

Turn a handy 
profit by 

reselling the 
waste oil from 

your plant.

See our complete line of coolant products!
Visit www.abanaki.com

to watch our product demos

1-800-358-SKIM (7546)

Keep your coolant clean. Abanaki oil skimmers cost 
effectively remove oil from wastewater, washwater and 
coolant. Reclaim that oil and sell it to a recycler.

Skimmers remove 1 gph to 200 gph of oil
Most inexpensive way to remove oil from water

See us at 
IMTS08
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D-4783

RecycleAdTMWqp.indd   1 8/5/08   1:32:15 PM

Partmaker Inc. (below)
PartMaker Inc., a subsidiary of Delcam Plc., has announced it is now 
shipping Version 8.6 of its PartMaker® CAD/CAM software for CNC 
Mills, Lathes, WireEDM, Turn-Mill Centers and Swiss-type lathes.  Part-
Maker Version 8.6 features a variety of new functionality and enhanced 
capability. The focus of this release is an improvement in Solids-based 
programming with the introduction of Face Planes and improved sec-
tioning techniques. Other improvements in PartMaker Version 8.6 
include enhancements to the software’s Surface Machining Wizard 
module, improvements in tool selection, enhanced control over groov-
ing tools and a number of improvements in the software’s full machine 
simulation module.

	
For more information, please contact Partmaker Inc. at 888-270-6878 or visit 
www.partmaker.com.

Today’s Machining World



PowerCAM (above)
SolutionWare Corporation, the developer of CNC programming solu-
tions, announces PowerCAM for Lathe Live-Tooling/Mill-Turn. A solu-
tion for programming live-tooling CNCs, PowerCAM for Live-Tooling 
is a programming assistant that works within SolidWorks and uses 
solids to generate CNC programs. PowerCAM works with feature-
based solids as well as imported files such as solid IGES or solid STEP. 
Within SolidWorks, partnering with SolutionWare, you may load your 
CAD file and select features or geometry to make your programs. Pow-
erCAM works directly with SolutionWare’s CAM products, GeoPath 
and MazaCAM, to automatically generate CNC code in the various 
formats needed for virtually all CNC machines, including G-code and 
Mazak’s Mazatrol.

For more information, please contact SolutionWare Corp. at 408-249-1529 or visit  
www.solution-ware.com.

product focus
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ISO 9001:2000 Certified

800 -343-4111 • www.bostoncenterless.com

• BioDur® 316LS stainless
• BioDur® 108 alloy
• BioDur® TrimRite® stainless
• Custom 455® stainless
• Custom 465® stainless
• Titanium alloys
• Tolerances to .000050"
• Finishes to 3Ra

11 Presidential Way 
Woburn, MA 01801 
Phone: 781.994.5000
Fax: 781.994.5001
info@bostoncenterless.com

BioDur, Custom 465, Custom 455 and TrimRite are 
registered trademarks of CRS Holdings, Inc., 
a subsidiary of Carpenter Technology Corporation.

Straightness, roundness and size 
tolerance are essential to medical
component manufacturing. At Boston
Centerless, we understand your needs
and provide materials precisely to
specification each and every time,
allowing your machining process to run
smoothly. We have a state-of-the-art
facility with an extensive inventory of
medical alloys.
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Vero USA (above)
Vero Software creates and distributes CAD/CAM/CAE software for 
aiding the design and manufacturing process in plastic injection 
molds, sheet metal stamping dies, progressive dies, shoe molds, elec-
trode production, multi-axis laser cutting, Wire EDM and others. They 
service various industries including automotive, electronic, medical, 
white goods and aerospace. Vero Software has offices in Italy, Eng-
land, Japan, France, Canada, USA and China. The company now has a 
user base that numbers more than 20,000 and supplies products to 
more than 40 countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and a 
network of distributors and competence centers. Vero Software solu-
tions include: VISI, PEPS, SMIRTware and Machining STRATEGIST.

For more information, please contact Vero USA at 888-540-8376 or visit 
www.veroint.com. 
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“AIR SPEEDER”

• Easily mounts to a cross 
   slide or a 2” tool holderT
• 2” diameter quills
• 200 Double angle Collet, 
   0-3/8” capacity
• 2,000, 3,300, 4,500,  6,000 RPM 
• 1/3 HP CFM @ 90PSI
• Simple hook-up, supply air, 
   and drip lube.
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SwissTech Machinery
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Swiss CNC Lathes
Strong Desire to Learn Combined  

with Strong Work Ethic and a Positive 
Can-Do Attitude is a Prerequisite

East and West Coast Positions Available
Excellent Compensation Package

Please send resumes to

info@spinettimachinery.com

Looking for  
Top Performers 

product focus

September 2008

CNC Computer (below) 
CNC Computer Integration introduces WireFreeCNC, a  new com-
munications system which enables you to visualize productivity 
in your manufacturing environment and monitor real-time or his-
torical events such as cycle on/off, setup, parts count, spindle and 
alarm conditions. All data is stored in an ODBC compliant data-
base which can be used to generate browser based reports directly 
or is interfaced to ERP systems for automated input and evalua-
tion. It also enables you to gather metrics such as OEE, MTU, PM, 
TLM, OE and others for a variety of lean plant initiatives.

For more information, please contact CNC Computer Integration, LLC at 
860-306-7560 or visit www.wirefreecnc.com.

BobCAD-CAM (left)
BobCAD-CAM recently released their new 2 & 4 Axis Wire EDM 
CAD/CAM software. The new Version 22 BobWIRE system pro-
vides an intuitive interface that gives the operator improved con-
trol over managing the program from start to finish.  As a complete 
solid and surface CAD system with an expanded list of import file 
types, the operator can use outside CAD systems or design the 
part in-house. The built-in toolpath associativity between the part 
geometry and the wire machining features in the CAM tree man-
ager, make on-the-fly geometry edits or modifying cutting variables 
simple. Some of the new features include automatic Open and 
Closed Shape machining, operator definable cutting conditions 
for different machines, as well as the ability to specifically assign 
cutting conditions to part files for future use.

For more information, please contact BobCAD-CAM at 877-262-2231 or visit 
www.bobcad.com.



The balls will move toward each other. The air moving 
between the balls has a lower pressure than the 
surrounding air, which pushes the two balls together. 
This is a simple demonstration of Bernoulli’s principle, 
which links air speed and air pressure. This is also the 
basis of airplane flight. 
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Send in your answer, quick!   

Fax Emily at 708-535-0103, or email 

emily@todaysmachiningworld.com

Bernouli’s Surprise

Who’s just beachy?

Steve Richards of Yamazen Inc. in Milwaukee, WI; Sheldon Wheaton of Garmin International in Olathe, KS; Jim Brown of Apogee 

Machining Services, Inc. in Salem, MA; Roger Stillman of Metric & Multistandard Components Corp. in Hawthorne, NY; Greg Tetrick of 

Cass Screw Machine Products in Minneapolis, MN; Joe Archibald of Ray H. Morris Co. in New Britain, CT; Scott Hauser of Tsugami/Rem 

Sales in Hoffman Estates, IL; Robert Bates of Weffo Performance in Atlanta, GA; Mark Kressner of Mikro Industrial Finishing in Vernon 

CT; Alan Szymanski of Do-Rite Die & Engineering in South Chicago Heights, IL; Greg Tetrick of Cass Screw Machine Products in  

Minneapolis, MN; Bob Cookson of Bowes Machine in N. Andover MA; Hank Zuidmulder of Renco Machine Co. Inc. in Green Bay, WI; 

Dan Cronin of Advanced Microscopy Group in Mill Creek WA; Ron May of Hunter Engineering Company in Bridgeton, MO; Jeff  

Kovalenko of Key Machine Tool Inc. in Elk Heart, IN; Joel VanAntwerp of H&R Screw Machine Products, Inc. in Reed City, MI;  

Jerri Landman of General Electrodynamics Corp in Arlington, TX; Richard S. Rudy of BASCO, Inc. in University Park, IL; Tim A. Evilsizor of 

Micro Enterprises LLC. in Springfield, Ohio; Tony Campbell of Industrial Strength in Carlsbad, CA; Jim Riddell of Baker College in Flint, MI.

Each Sudoku has a unique 

solution that can be reached 

logically. Enter letters from 

M to Y into the blank spaces. 

Every row must contain each 

letter in the word “machinery,” 

along with every column and  

every 3x3 square.

MACHINERY
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Noteable and newsworthy 
information and events for  
the month of October

71September 2008

www.sme.org

Seattle ,  WA

Sept. 29th
thru Oct. 1st 
www.sme.org

2008 MLB  
regular season

Final day
Sept. 28th

www. pmpa . o rg

Oct. 17 - 21

“Saturday
Night L ive”
premiered

October 
6th - 8th

2008PMPAAnnualMeeting

Model Tintroducedby Henry Ford

Tooling 
for 

Composites

Advanced 
Manufacturing 
& Technology 

Show

www.dtma.org/events/AMTS/
AMTS.html

Xerox

Lean to

Green
Manufactur ing

October 27
thru 

October 29

Port l and ,  OR

Dayton ,  Oh i o

Oct 1 , 1908

October 22nd

International 
and AWS  

Welding Show

Oct. 1 1 , 1975www.m lb .com
introduced  

the copy 
 machine

FABTECH
2008

SME
Fall

Meeting

www.sme.org
Oct. 24th - 26th
Toronto, Canada

www.nbc.com

www.modelt.ca

Las Vegas, 
NV

Oct. 22, 1938
www.xerox.com

Waikoloa, HIwww.sme.org

First host George Carlin
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ad index

66	 Abanaki   Coolant maintenance products at hot prices.  
	 Call 800-358-7546 or visit www.abanaki.com. 

66	 accutrak  Link with the pros in knurling and roll forming. Contact us at  
	 800-433-4933 or visit www.accu-trak.com.

27	 AMSCO  Amsco stocks a large variety of parts & tooling for B&S,  Davenport,   
             Acme, New Britain, and Lipe Bar Feeds. Call 800-832-6726.

72	 Autoturn Tooling and machinery, featuring IMG. Call 586-758-1050 or  
	 visit  www.autoturn.biz.

67	 Boston Centerless Supplier of round bar material and grinding with 
          	 unmatched quality. Call 800-343-4111 or visit www.bostoncenterless.com.

12	 champion screw machine  Replacement parts, tooling, attachments,  
	 rebuilding, field service, repairs, technical assistance, machinery sales &  
	 accessories for multi spindle automatic screw machines. Call 800-727-2763 	
	 or visit www.championscrew.com.

23	 CNC SOFTWAre/mastercam Experience the power of X.  Call 800-228-2877         
            	or visit www.mastercam.com to find out how Mastercam can work for you. 

67	 comex  Swiss CNC & cam experts. Large stock of automatics, attachments and  
             replacement  parts. “Turnkey” including training. AMEA-CEA certified appraisals.

  6	 Delcam Find our what Delcam can do for you with their suite of CAD/CAM 
             software.  Call 877-DELCAM-1 or visit www.delcam.com.

16-	 detroit automatic tooling  World’s largest stock of of supplies and 
17         repair parts for multi-spindle automatics. Visit www.detroitautomatic.com.

63	 Eaton Steel  Producers of cold drawn steel bars and distributor of hot rolled  
	 steel bars. Call 800-527-3851 or visit www.eatonsteel.com

62	 Esprit Machine with confidence. The most powerful CAM software ever.  
	 Visit www.dptechnology.com for more information.

46-	 Graff Pinkert Specialists in multi-spindle automatic screw machines and  	
47	 rotary transfers. Family ownedbusiness for over 60 years. Call 708-535-2200or 	
	 visit www.graffpinkert.com.

53	 GBI Cincinnati World class performance, affordably priced.  
	 Call 513-841-8684 or visit www.gbicincinnati.com.

79	 Hanwha Machinery America Professional Swiss-style CNC turning   
             centers. Call 262-373-1600 or  visit  www.hanwhamachinery.com.

25	 Hardinge Hardinge: for precision, accuracy and reliability in head stock and 
             pickoff collets and more. Call 80-843-881 or visit www.hardingetooling.com.  

  9	 Hurco  A global automation company designing & producing  computer  
            	controls, software & machine systems.  Call 800-634-2416 or visit  www.hurco.com.

45	 iscar Supplier of precision carbide metalworking tools, carbide inserts, end  mills 
            	and cutting tools. Call 817-258-3200 or visit www.iscar.com.

36-	 KSI Swiss Specializing in new, fully equipped CNC automatics and multi-spindle                                                                    
37        machinery. Call 888-344-3330 or visit www.ksiswiss.com.

69	 Lester detterbeck Manufacturer of Special Cutting Tools, Tool Blanks,             
            	Cams and Tool Holders for the Turned Parts Industry. Call 1-800-533-3328.

49	 MAIER Maier Power! Call 509-671-0055 or visit www.maierusa.com for more 
            	information on Maier’s machines.

80	 marubeni citizen-cincom, inc. A joint venture company — Marubeni  
61       	Tokyo & Citizen Watch Co., Ltd., builder of  precision Swiss-type lathes. 
 

22       Milltronics CNC CNC machines for turning profits, starting at $124.980. 
            	Call 952-442-1410 or visit www.milltronics.net. 

10	 mittal steel  The largest global supplier of bar and flat steel products.  
            	Call 312-899-3440 or visit  www.arcelormittal.com for more information.

 19	 Miyano Building the best turning centers in the industry.  Call 630-766-4141  
             or visit  www.miyano-usa.com.

  4	 New Dimension Metals  Change your impression of cold finished steel 	
	 bars. Call 800-462-6352 or visit www.ndmetals.com

  3	 nexturn - Tyler Machine Company The CNC Swiss machine leader. 
             Call  603-474-7692 or visit  www.tylermachine.com.

44	 Nowak Patented Nowak wedge chucking system for Davenports and Acmes,  
            	plus rebuilding and parts. Call 800-423-0970 or visit www.nowakproducts.com.

  2	 okuma Engineering. Software. Controls. Motors. Service. Solutions. Trust Okuma 
             as  your One Source partner. Call 704-588-7000 or visit www.okuma.com.

14	 omni turn Engineered to order. Built in the US. Call 631-694-9400 or  visit www.
             omni-turn.com.

41	 SchuttË A whole new approach to CNC multi-spindle machining. Call 517-782-36 
             or visit www.schuttermsa.com.

51	 Scientific Cutting Tool Always on the cutting edge. Call 800-383-2244 or 
            	visit www.sct-usa.com.

68	 Somma Tool Broaches, dovetails, hollow mills, quick-change insert tooling and 
             more. Experience honest-to-goodness service. Visit www.sommetools.com.

69	 Spinetti  Provides the latest machine tool technology combined with  
	 commitment to the highest level of support. Call 916-435-1595 or  
	 visit www.spinettimachinery.com.

21	 Star The industry’s most complete line of advanced Swiss-type CNC machines. 
             Visit www.starcnc.com.
. 
58	 Today’s Machining World Visit www.todaysmachiningworld.com for 	
	 online Swarf, additional product news, videos and more.

43	 TOS A wide range of horizontal milling and boring machines. Call 615-773-3688 or  
             visit www.tos-trade.com.

31	 Unist  Metal cutting and metal formation lubrication delivery systems.  
	 Call 800-253-5462 or visit www.unist.com.

68       Varland Specialists in high quality, precision barrel electroplating since 1946.
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classifieds

For Sale

help wanted

NEED A NEW JOB?
NOW HIRING!

Don’t Rely on any Tom, Dick or Harry!

LSI Manufacturing Solutions
Has placed more people in the Swiss CNC Industry 

than any other Firm! New Jobs Daily! More Satisfied 

Companies, More Satisfied Candidates!

Too Many Job Openings to List!

Send Your Resume Today!

When You Need the Best, 

Contact
Lance Solak    Bill Kubena
LSI MANUFACTURING SOLUTIONS

Ph. 330-273-1002  Fax 330-225-3985
Jobs@LSIJOBS.com

See www.LSIJOBS.com for the 

Largest Selection of Swiss CNC and

Screw Machine Job Listings in the USA!

The USA’s Leading Firm Staffing the

SWISS CNC & SCREW MACHINE INDUSTRY!Connecting Companies and Job Seekers!

Your ONE-STOP source for Wickman repair,  
attachment and tooling needs. 

HUGE inventory  on our Oak Forest, IL floor!  
Over $1,000,000 new and used IN STOCK  

for immediate delivery.

NO IMPORT DUTIES - NO OVERSEAS FREIGHT BILLS  
NO CHARGE FOR TECHNICAL PHONE SUPPORT. 

Need it next day? NO problem!

G r a f f - P i n k e r t .  I n c .

Contact Cathy, Carol, Greg or Manny!  708-535-2200  parts@graffpinkert.com

Hardinge Collet Pads-
Any Quantity All Styles 
and Sizes-New or Used 

Contact: 
office@autoscrewamsco.com

call 734-812-3939 or 
 800-832-6726

Wanted
Mazak H-630-5x CNC FMS, 20 Pallet in 

Palletech; 20”X20” Pallets, Trunnion Table, 
Spindle RPM: 15,000: Coolant Thru Spindle, 

Control: M32A with Piggyback Computer HD-
40GB; 160 ATC Per Machine: Thermal Cooling 
of Casting and Column: High Pressure Cool-

ant to 1000 PSI: Barnes Chip Coolant System; 
50 Taper: 35 HP Spindle Motor; Mazak FMS 

Control System and more….
 

Call for Complete Quoation:  
Under Power DVD Demo or Youtube.com -  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ssCjZTwevc  

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1ssCjZTwevc>   

Toll Free: 1.800.881.6657 
Orca Machine Tools Inc.

6551 Jansen Ave. N.E. Ste.  203
Albertville,  MN 55301

 
Phone: 763 494 9825    Fax: 763 494 9827

 
Website: www.orca-inc.com  

http://www.orca-inc.com 
EMAIL: sales@orca-inc.com

RARE 5-Axis OFFER



 
 

MANUFACTURING ENGINEER – up to $70K – W. 
Cleveland suburb OH – 4 yr. degree or 10 yrs work 

exp., solid turning, cnc lathes, modern screw 
machines or rotary transfer machining, estimate, 

tool design, process development, oem, well 
known corp.

SCREW MACHINE ENGINEER – up to $67K + 
bonus – W. Cleveland suburb OH – knowledge 

of multi spindle automatics, tool design, layouts, 
select tools, gears, cams and attachments

MANUFACTURING ENGINEER – up to $78K 
– Boston MA – major fluid controls manufacturer, 
process and tool multi spindle/single spindle au-
tomatics, must have cam driven screw machine, 

full relocation, all major benefits, open due to 
promotion of valued employee, relo assist

CNC MANUFACTURING ENGINEER – up to $78K 
– Exton, PA – tool selection, cycletimes, process 
program, customer contact, R&D, GD&T, debug, 

problem solve, large corporation, relo assist.

MANUFACTURING ENGINEER – up to $90K 
– Ontario CA – electronics OEM, cam driven swiss 

lathes / screw machines, Tornos, Bechler,  
Peterman, will consider multi spindle exp., 

estimate, tool, process, troubleshoot, continuous 
improvement, relo assist

Contact Tom Medvec 
(330)722-5171  ~  Fax (330)722-7360

mai lto: Engineering Opportunities@MRGCAREERS.COM 

MORE JOBS  ~  MORE OFTEN
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help wanted  

Engineering Opportunites  MANAGEMENT OPENINGS
Engineering/Operations CNC’s, Swiss Lathes, Screw Machines

VICE PRESIDENT OF ENGINEERING – up to $100K + bonus 
– Southwest OH – manage groups of engineers on major projects, 

estimating, P&L, budgeting, project management, CNC technical ex-
perience, machine tool, technical degree, flexible machining systems

SWISS CNC BUSINESS UNIT MANAGER – up to $90K 
– Redlands CA – strong leadership, planning and production 

management, knowledge of swiss cnc lathes is a must, estimate 
cycletimes, program, debug, train, customer contact, growing 

OEM with room for advancement

ENGINEERING MANAGER – up to $105K + perks – Ft. Worth 
TX – OEM, high volume, cnc machining, swiss cnc lathes, multi 

spindle screw machine, project management, new product 
launches, APQP, direct technical process experience, leadership, 

relo assist and solid benefit package

SECONDARIES MANAGER – up to $75K – Atlanta GA –  
manage all aspects of high volume secondaries department 

including estimating, processing, planning, purchasing,  
troubleshooting, training and throughput, lathes, mills, slotting, 

keyway, debur, dial/index machines, chuckers, drilling, 
relo assist, great opportunity  

MRG is the ONLY firm with dozens of  
great opportunities called in each week!

www.MRGCareers.com 
 Contact Tom Medvec 

(330)722-5171  ~  Fax (330)722-7360
mail to: ManagementJobs@MRGCAREERS.COM

MORE JOBS  ~  MORE OFTEN

More Swiss CNC Jobs –  
More Often  

Coast to Coast

 

SWISS CNC PROGRAMMER – up to $72K 
– Hartford CT – 4 plus years exp., programming 
swiss lathes, tool selection, R&D, prove out new 

processes, set up prior to production

SWISS CNC CELL LEADER – up to $80K 
– Redlands CA – manage associates in business 
unit, plan, leadership, program, problem solve, 

process development, growing OEM, busy facility

SWISS CNC MACHINIST – up to $26/hr – St. 
Louis MO – set up, operate, edit, troubleshoot, 

great benefits, all shifts, relo assistance

SWISS CNC LEADMAN – up to $30/HR – S. 
Boston MA – aerospace, close tolerance, fantastic 

benefits, 1st shift, over 3-5 operators, set up, 
program, train, lead, guide

SWISS CNC PROGRAMMER – up to $72K – N. 
Boston MA – medical implant OEM, international 
corp., 3 weeks vacation, medical insurance from  
day one, 5 yrs. exp. programming swiss lathes, 

looking for advancement – this is the one

SWISS CNC MACHINIST up to $27/hr – N. 
Boston MA – large OEM, expanding, many new 
swiss lathes, medical, all shifts, 401K up to 6% 

match, pd. education, 11 holidays, medical, dental, 
vision, life, long/short term disability, well lit, AC

SWISS CNC MACHINIST – up to $25/HR – E. 
Cleveland suburb, OH – growing company, newer 

equip., increased sales, aerospace engine  
components, all shifts

SWISS CNC MACHINIST – up to $27/hr – W. 
Cleveland suburb, OH – set up, edit, operate, OEM, 

good insurance, all shifts

SWISS CNC MACHINIST / PROGRAMMER 
– up to $30/hr – Harleysville PA – OEM, purchased 

another company, set up, operate, edit and/or 
program, train, mentor, 7 years of swiss lathe exp.

Contact
Tom Medvec 

www.MRGCareers.com
 (330)722-5171 ~ Fax (330)722-7360

mailto:SWISSCNCJobs@MRGCAREERS.COM

MORE JOBS  ~  MORE OFTEN

SWISS CNC ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN 
– up to $70K – Hartford CT – 5 years of swiss cnc 
set up, 2 years plus of cnc programming.  This po-
sition will work in R&D to develop new processes, 

tooling package and equipment optimization 
projects, OEM, great benefits

DEPARTMENT MANAGER – up to $90K –  
Ontario CA – manage a OEM screw machine op-

eration, good problem solving skills and the ability 
to resolve machining issues, 5 years minimum in 

a cam driven screw machine operation

www.MRGCareers.com
Contact Tom Medvec (330)722-5171

(330)722-5171 ~ Fax (330)722-7360
mailto: Sales@MRGCAREERS.COM

MORE JOBS ~ MORE OFTEN

Featured Positionss

HOW DOES MRG FILL  
MORE POSITIONS THAN  

ANY OTHER FIRM?
20 Years of Developing Contacts

Technically Knowledgeable Recruiters

	 • Premier Customer Service  
	 • Largest Database of over 10,000 Candidates  
	 • Sense of Urgency For Each Client

Results.  Results.  Results
Serving PMPA Members and Major OEM’s

Don’t take our word. Call our clients.

References upon Request
Call the Industry’s Go To Guys.

(330)722-5171
mailto:Sales@MRGCareers.com

www.MRGCareers.com
Contact Tom Medvec 

(330)722-5171 ~  Fax (330)722-7360

MORE JOBS ~ MORE OFTEN

A Proven Success At Improving Careers

 



HYDROMAT 1-3/4” CAP 12 & 16
CNC SWISS – W/Bar Loader

CNC Index ABC – W/Bar Loader
CNC Miyano – W/Bar Loader

CNC Brown & Sharpe
Davenport, Acme, New Britain, Cone

No quantity too small or too large
500 pieces to 100,000,000 pieces

Please call or send RFQ to  
Jack Steuby

(314) 895-1000
Fax: (314) 895-9814 for prompt, 

competitive JIT quotation

John J. Steuby Co.
6002 North Lindbergh
St. Louis, MO 63042

email: sales@steuby.com Web:
  www.steuby.com

Immediate  
Open Time on:
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CNC Lathe 
Spindle Liners

Maximize Machining Control
10530 E. 59th Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46236
Ph: 317.823.6821 • Fax: 317.823.6822

Toll Free: 877.240.2462

Visit us on the internet at
www.trusty-cook.com

email: trustycook@sbcglobal.net

For Sale 

Highest Quality
Precision Cutting Tools

www.completool.com
www.completetool.net

email: info@completool.com
763.571.4242 • Fax: 763.571.4406

7760 Elm Street N.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55432

Quality • Service • Value

Reamers/Drills • Thread Mills 
Thread Whirl Inserts 

Dovetail Forms, Shaves, Flatforms 
All Special Form Tools • Quick Quotes

Carbide, HSS, Ceramet 
Tool Design Service and Engineering 

Tight Tolerances
Micro-Medical Tooling

classifieds

  www.greentechnologies.biz
  Non-marring Feed Fingers & Pushers

  for All Automatic Screw Machines
                    815.624.8011 
          Green Technologies, Inc.

  Since 1942

  

 Green Technologies, Inc 1/13/06 Green Technologies, Inc 1/13/06
 Black & White Classified Ad – 2.3125 x 1 Black & White Classified Ad – 2.3125 x 1

Ray H. Morris Co.
The Industry Leader

Parts, Tooling,  
Accessories, Davenport, Brown & 

Sharpe, Multi & CNC

Tempered Sheet Steel Round  

Edge Flat Wire

800-243-0662
www.rhmorris.com

Polyurethane

AM INDUSTRIAL - Cleveland, OH

Chip recycling system 
Premelt Systems wringer & 

American - 2,200 lbs/hr
Late model coolant filters:

Barnes RD & MPE, Hydromation,
Filtertech, 10-2000 GPM Systems

 
Phone:  (888) 325-5738     

Email:  sales@amindust.com

Wayne Products Inc.
Web: www.wayneproducts.com

Email: info@wayneproducts.com

GANESH MACHINERY
Mills • Lathes • Turning  
and Machining Centers

888-542-6374
www.ganeshmachinery.com

N E W   C A T A L O G      N E W   P R O D U C T S 

Engraving Tools, Profile, Miniature and Back 
Chamfer Boring Bars. BSPT/BSPP, UNJ  
External Thread Mills, Face & Undercut  

Grooving  Tools, Acme & Stub Acme Internal 
Threading Tools.

SCIENTIFIC CUTTING TOOLS, INC.
110 W. Easy Street / Simi Valley, CA 93065 /  

800-383-2244 / 805-584-9629 [fax] info@sct-usa.com / 
www.sct-usa.com



Tooling Connection, Inc.
Master Rebuilders of National Acmes since 1976

Ph: 419-594-3339    Fax: 419-591-2000
Email: toolco@bright.net

www.toolingconnection.com

d p t e c h n o l o g y . c o m

BROWN & SHARPE  
SPECIALISTS

COMPLETE LINE OF  
NEW REPLACEMENT

PARTS FOR BROWN & SHARPE
AUTOMATIC SCREW MACHINES

Competitive Pricing
Same Day Shipping

HYE–TECH MACHINE
ENTERPRISES INC.

Toll-Free: (888) 484-9900   
Fax: (631) 287-3638

Web: www.hyetech.com
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www.mistcollectors.com
Tel: 1-800-645-4174

OIL MIST & SMOKE 
IN YOUR SHOP?

ARE YOUR 
FLOORS SLIPPERY 
AND DANGEROUS?

Great For Swiss CNC’s
and Screw Machines

For Sale 

hardingetooling.com
•	COLLETS
•	FEED FINGERS
•	PADS
•	ROTARY SYSTEMS

Threading tools for high volume, 
small diameter applications.

w w w . a t i l a n d i s t h r e a d i n g . c o m

Toll-Free: 800.358.3500 • sales@landisthreading.com

LANT-076InchAdTMW.indd   1 5/9/08   9:54:12 AM

AUTOTURN MACHINERY  & TOOLING
#1 SOURCE FOR EUROPEAN AUTOMATICS

*TOOLING* ATTACHMENTS*MACHINES

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORSHIP FOR IMG

AUTOTURN.BIZ  *  866.564.9383  *FAX.758.1377

AUTOTURN@GMAIL.COM   TEL. 586.758.1050

Number One for Rotary Broaching

FAST DELIVERY ON ALL POLYGON FORMS

ROTARY BROACHES & BROACH HOLDERS
• Fast, accurate method of producing polygon 

forms while the machine spindle is rotating
• Internal and External toolholders available

SHAVING DOVETAIL TOOL HOLDER
• Produce smooth uniform diameters within +/- .0005
• Complete in less revolutions than an end working operation
• Floating body compensates for index or spindle errors
• Loose jaw design gives easy tool removal
• Various block configurations available

CENTER LIVE RETRACTABLE
• Precision bearing placement for greater rigidity
• Independent inner housing provides rigidity while allowing

center shaft to retract
• Spring loaded design compensates for workpiece center variations 513.861.0555 • FAX 513.961.7017

3231 Fredonia Ave. • Cincinnati, OH 45229

METAL
SERVICE,
INC.

www.varland.com

VARLAND
Electroplating Specialists since 1946Electroplating Specialists since 1946

185 Riverside Avenue

Somerset, MA. 02725

508-677-0900

www.tamerind.com 

Noise, Splash, & Chip 
Control Machine  

Enclosures

(((NOISE-TAMER))) 
Screw Machine Enclosures

www.nskamericacorp.com
Tel # 800-585-4675  Fax # 800-838-9328

High Speed Spindles and Hand Tools
for all of your machining requirements
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An auction is combat with nods and blinks rather than 
fists or swords. I love the rush of competition as my  

left jab gets mushier and my swordsmanship less reflexive. 
I recently participated in an auction in Philadelphia  

orchestrated by Jeffrey Luggen of Cincinnati Industrial  
Auctioneers. Time will tell whether I won or lost, but I do 
know I really sweated.

The first sale I ever attended as a participant was in New 
Britain, Connecticut, a lifetime ago. I was 17 (a very good 
year), and my father sent me out to an Industrial Plants  
Auction to bid on a New Britain Model 656 chucker. He 
thought he was looking out for me by calling a dealer ac-
quaintance, Max Noble, who sold Brownies out of a store-
front on Centre Street in New York. My Dad figured Noble 
would have no interest in a multi spindle chucker.  
This proved to be a grossly incorrect assumption, not be-

cause Noble really wanted the New Britain, but Izzy Grand,  
a Centre Street foe, seemingly fell in love with the 656 that  
I was supposed to buy. Maybe Izzy coveted the machine  
because I was dispatched to bid on it, but as soon as he  
put his hand up to bid Max Noble countered. I did end  
up buying the machine, but for more money than I was  
supposed to pay.

After the sale Bobby Botwinik, a partner in Industrial  
Plants, came up to me and asked me, “kid, do you know  
what you just bought?” At 17, I knew it was a New Britain,  
it had six spindles, and three jaw chucks. It was enough to 
quiet him but left me uneasy in my machinery ignorance.

On a sweltering July day in 2008, 46 years later, with my 
new short sleeve Joseph Bank dress shirt retaining three 
gallons of sweat, Jeff Luggen put up the first six spindle 
Wickman screw machine. Ironically, it was a machine that 
Graff-Pinkert had sold new in 1984 to Southco Corp., which 
was now selling it. In the revolving world of screw machines 
this is not that rare, since Graff-Pinkert has sold most of the 
Wickmans cutting metal in North America. 

I bid against somebody. Was it the “House,” 
the auctioneer, the selling consortium of  
owners, or a slealth bidder? I could not  
discern. I could not tell because I was staring  
at Luggen and concentrating on my bidding 
limit.

Jeff Luggen is a very successful auctioneer, 
and I’m sure he could read my body language 
like a New York Post headline. I bought the 
machine for $12,000 plus a 12 percent buyers 
premium – a fair price, but no steal.

I always wonder if I’ve been played at an 
auction sale. But it is a lot like Blackjack in 
Vegas. The House has the advantage, but with 
homework and nerve, the player can still win. 
On Wickmans, I know more than Luggen – but 
he controlled the bidding. This is the reality of the 
industrial auction and I willingly came to play. I was 
satisfied with the outcome and in talking to  
him after the sale, he felt that he came out OK too.

Auctions may promote the myth of “fair  
and open” bidding, but often they are neither. 
They are unpredictable, sometimes crazy, com-
petitive contests of knowledge and will.

After 46 years of bidding I still sweat – and 
damn it, I still love it when I think I won.

Auction combat

“I always wonder if I’ve been played at an         

auction. But it is a lot like Blackjack in Vegas.”

afterthought
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